
PORGY and BESS  

Story 

The "Catfish Row" in the port district of Charleston around 1870 leads a poor conditioned but 
in some way a colorful live. Men earned their money by fishing, gambling and trying to survive. 
The crippled Porgy appears meeting the brutal and mostly drunk Crown comes with his lover, 
an attractive Bess. After losing the game against Robbins, he kills him and escapes while 
Robbin´s wife Serena collapsed next to her dead husband. Bess is now without a man, and 
Sporting Life asks her if she wants to come to New York, but Bess refuses this offer. She takes 
refuge in the house of the crippled Porgy, who has always kept an eye on her. 

The next day, at the memorial service, money is collected for the dead man's funeral, because 
otherwise his body would be given out to the medical students. Serena does not want to accept 
money from Bess at first since it is "dirty" in her eyes. Only when Bess says that this money 
comes from Porgy, Serena accept it. The white policeman arrives and arrests Peter as alleged 
murderer of Robbins because he needs a substitute for a culprit. The Undertaker gives Serena 
a loan because she doesn´t have enough to pay for the funeral. Only after this can Serena say 
goodbye to her husband and cover his body. While the men are burying Robbin, they sing 
spirituals. 

A month later, a dubious lawyer Crown attempts to sell Porgy and Bess divorce papers, even 
though they actually never been married. The drug dealer Sporting Life is trying again in vain 
to approach Bess. A white judge stops these criminal machinations. 

While the fishermen went fishing despite severe weather, Bess goes with the other villagers 
on the island of Kittiwah, where they make a picnic and have a party. There she meets Crown, 
who has been waiting for Bess. While the others return to the village shortly before the 
approaching storm, Bess misses the boat and stays with Crown on the island, who rapes her 
and threatens to bring her back in two weeks finally. After a few days, Bess returns from the 
island, seriously injured and sick: Serena and Porgy take care of Bess and pray for her. Bess 
tells Porgy what happened on the island and asks him to protect her from Crown. Porgy places 
her in front of the choice and asks her to choose with whom she wants to live - a revolutionary 
offer for the society of that time. 

In the meantime, the harbor town has been hit by a severe storm in which fisherman Jake 
capsizes with his boat and drowns in the sea. Jake's wife Clara gives Bess her baby and runs 
to the beach with Crown. In vain, they cannot help Jake, and Clara is also killed in the rescue 
attempt. So again, there is a funeral in Catfish Row. 

During the funeral of flood victims, Crown threatens Porgy and Porgy stabs his rival with a 
knife. Shortly thereafter, the police appear in the neighborhood. First, they ask Serena, but she 
and her friends betray nothing. Later, the white "bosses" come to Porgy and ask him to identify 
the dead, but Porgy refuses, but to no avail, the police arrest him and take him away. Sportin’ 
Life tells Bess that Porgy will be gone for a long time and regales her with tales of the high life 
in New York City. She finally consents to leave with him. A week later, Porgy is back. Seeing 
that Bess has gone and hearing of her destination, he sets off to retrieve her, full of hope for 
their future. 
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